

















COW document showing that expansion of Knox
Hall to north was not considered feasible in part
because of possibility of burials in the area, which
is part of First Street Cemetery.

leaving no contingency or funding to remediate any interments that might be encounteted. Funding is
considered adequate to renovate the facility in its current footprint.

Expansion to the North

The Executive Committee of the Board requested that staff explore the feasibility of an extension to
the northern wall of center. Regrettably, Staff found multiple issues involving an existing large
capacity sewer line and Texas Historical Commission archaeological requirements:

=  Insufficient Buildable Space—Proximity to Sewet Line: The Utilities Department
informs us that no permanent structure may be built within 10 feet of a major utility line.

A 48" sewer line runs at an angle along the side of the building. At the closest point it is an
estimated 8-9 feet from the wall of the building (-1 to -2 feet inside the required clearance).
At the widest point it is 11-12 feet from the wall of the building (+1 to +2 feet outside the
required clearance). This effectively leaves no available space for an expansion.

Addition

Sewer Line

Archaeological Remediation: THC maintains that no permanent structures may be
constructed over graves. Areas suspected of having graves must undergo full archaeological
exploration and remediation. The proximity of the contemplated extension to the sewer line
makes this a moot peint, but remediation would trigger unbudgeted work:

> Excavation of the length of the addition to 10" below the original ground surface.
Archaeologists would have to dig through the fill to the original ground, then 10" below

the ground. This would likely meet ot exceed the $70,000 estimated cost for an area
South of Knox Center.

» It would require expensive shoring of the building and the foundation to provide safety
for the archaeological investigation.

> No funds are available for remediation in the event graves were found.

Recommendation

Staff has not found a means of realistically expanding the facility while (1) staying within the existing
budget, (2) meeting Utility requirements, (3) honoring Board preferences, and (3) complying with
THC protocols.

Therefore we recommend that the project be reconfigured to accomplish a renovation of the existing
building as descried below:
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